A board of 15 leaders governs Vesper Society.
With extensive experience in business, education,
health care and community development, our board
is actively engaged in the cycle of identifying critical
issues, discerning opportunities, developing programs,
and evaluating impact.

OFFICERS

Chair

Miyoko Oshima, Los Angeles, California
Vice President/Chief Operating Officer,
Japanese American National Museum

Vice Chair
Eric Reynolds, MBA, San Juan, Puerto Rico

VESPER SOCIETY

Corporate Member; General Manager — Clorox Caribbean,
The Clorox Company

Chief Financial Officer
Melissa L. Anderson, Portola Valley, California
Subcontract Program Manager, TMK Program, Lockheed Martin

Secretary

Anita M. Wotiz, MS, Portola Valley, California
Software Engineering Project Management Consultant;
Instructor at UC Santa Cruz Extension

Member-at-Large

Melvin D. George, PhD, Columbia, Missouri

Corporate Member; President Emeritus, St. Olaf College;
President Emeritus, University of Missouri

DIRECTORS

R. Guy Erwin, PhD, Thousand Oaks, California
Belgum Professor of Lutheran Confessional Theology,
Professor of Religion and History, California Lutheran University
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Leadership continued...

Bernice L. Ledbetter, EdD, Long Beach, California
Faculty, Graziadio School of Business and Management,
Pepperdine University

Rodric A. Lorimer, Albion, California
Corporate Member; Former Vice President, Manufacturing
and Engineering, The Clorox Company

Luther S. Luedtke, PhD, Newton, Massachusetts
President and Chief Executive Officer, Education
Development Center

Tomas A. Magaiia, MD, MA, FAAP, Oakland, California
Attending Physician, Division of Adolescent Medicine, and
Co-Founder & Director, FACES for the Future, Children’s
Hospital and Research Center, Oakland; Medical Director,
Juvenile Justice Center of Alameda County

Laura L. Mitchell, PhD, Alexandria, Virginia
Consultant, Strategic Planning and Fundraising

Randall Schieber, San Bruno, California
Sr. Business Leader, Corporate Strategy, Visa Inc.

Robert M. Skare, Fallbrook, California

Corporate Member; Board Member, Venture Finance
Institute at Claremont Graduate University; Former
General Counsel, Lutheran Brotherhood

Rev. George Spindt, Thousand Oaks, California
Corporate Member; Past President and Chief Executive
Officer, Vesper Society, 1975-1985

Barbara B. Varenhorst, PhD, Portola Valley, California
Corporate Member; Co-Founder, National Association
of Peer Programs; Educator, Psychologist, and Author
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STAFF

A team of three leaders, assisted by project consultants,
manages the Society’s initiatives:

Mary Olson Baich, President and CEO

Mary is an accomplished health care foundation executive
with a passion for the intersection of health and social justice.
She provides overall management for the Society as well as
gifted hands-on expertise in project startup, development,
and research. Prior to her work with the Society, she was
executive director of Fairview Foundation and vice president
of community and church relations for Fairview Health
Services in Minneapolis, Minnesota. Mary received her
master’s degree in hospital and health care administration
from the University of Minnesota and a bachelor of science
in nursing from Pacific Lutheran University.

Richard W. Watson, Controller

Rich has extensive experience in the financial management
of nonprofit organizations along with astute project
management skills. In addition to serving as controller, Rich
has been director of finance and a senior project manager,
providing guidance to Dialogue for Peaceful Change, the
Sutter Delta Urgent Care Clinic, and the Youth Intervention
Network as well as other Society initiatives. He served as an
international observer during Nicaragua’s national election
in 1989 and assisted in the construction of a primary school
there. Rich attended the University of California, Berkeley,
for undergraduate studies and received his master’s degree
in international relations with an emphasis in finance from
Golden Gate University.

Carol McKevitt, Project Associate

Carol combines skills in project management, research
and communications with a deep commitment to
healthy communities. She has coordinated domestic and
international conferences and worked on a variety of
Society projects, including the Community Healing
Network, Ecumenical Leadership Institute, Oakley Youth
Empowerment Program, and Venture 21: Assessing
Venture Philanthropy. Carol received her bachelor’s in
sociology at the University of California, Berkeley. As a
student she conducted research on a study of Americans’
attitudes toward civil liberties at the University-affiliated
Survey Research Center.



